
Putting just off the green  
 
 
 
 

When you’re just off the putting surface, making 
the decision to chip or putt can be a tough one.  
First look at what is between your ball and the 
target. If the coast is clear, the safest and most 
reliable bet is to putt.   
 
For the best results in this situation take your 
normal putting setup and then push your hands 
towards the target. This will deloft the putter and 
cause your golf ball to jump off the club face with 
minimal effort.  Just this small adjustment will help 
you control distance through longer grass and 
prevent you from taking a very long backswing.   
(use picture left as a reference) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The technique above works great if you have some room, but what should you do if the ball comes to 
rest against the rough cut? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                        
The good news is you have some options. 
 
 
 
Option 1.      Putt with your toe 
 
 Trying to make your standard stroke in this 
circumstance will most certainly end in disaster.  By 



putting with the toe of the putter you can cut right through the longer grass and strike the ball 
firmly.  I will warn you though; this method does take a little practice.  
Option 2.       Pop your putt 
 
 Setup like you would for a chip, feet close together, ball is positioned on back toes, and hands 
pushed towards the target.  From this setup position simply hinge your wrists and drive the putt into 
the thick rough behind the ball.  The golf ball should pop out very easily start rolling. With just a 
little practice this technique can become very reliable and is best used if the pin is further away.  

 
 
 
 
 


